
Dear Members of the Human Services Committee of Connecticut General Assembly,

My name is Jose Martinez, and I am a resident of New Britain. I stand in support of HB

6616: An Act Concerning Expansion Of Husky Health Benefits To Those Ineligible Due To

Immigration Status.

I believe it is essential and detrimental to expand HUSKY eligibility to all residents of

Connecticut regardless of immigration status. As a child of immigrant parents, I have seen the

struggle they’ve endured in obtaining adequate healthcare. Often, putting off their medical needs

in lieu of seeking medical attention for the sake of saving hard earned and needed money. Youth,

primarily, should not be put in this situation. Caring for one another is the basic principle and

foundation of human decency and morality.

The opposition may argue that immigrants do not pay any taxes, therefore should not

receive taxpayer funded benefits such as Husky. However, many fail to realize that

undocumented immigrants do indeed pay taxes. The moment they purchase something at any

store, they’re already paying sales tax. Most undocumented immigrants apply for an ITIN

(Individual Taxpayer Identification Number) in order to file tax returns at the end of the year,

paying taxes on their income. Essentially, immigrants pay taxes into a system that offers them no

benefits.

That is why I am for the passage of this bill. I ask the committee to support and pass this

legislation.

Thank you for your time,

Jose Martinez


